My experienceon the5week trip to Japan

| can quite honestly say that thefiveweeks| spent in Japan werethe best of my life. | experienced so
muchinashort amount of time: fromvisiting the mountains of Kyushu to making tempurawith my host
mother and sister. Although | was naturally very nervous about the prospect of spendingsolongina
foreign country, especialy with my beginner’slevel Japanese, | soon realised | had absolutely no reason
to be. My host family immediately made mefeel completely at homeand | felt part of thefamily. | got
on especialy well withmy host sister and wearetill inregular contact. School lifewasso unlikeany-
thing | had expected. | had avery stereotypical view that Japan wasthe home of technology and sowas
expecting al work to be done on computers. | soon found that thiswasvery wrong, as Japanese
schoolsusethevery traditional teaching methods of ablackboard, chalk and textbooks. | wasalso
surprised at how hard everyoneworks but found thiswork ethic infectiousand | hope| havetaken
someof thisback with me!

Itisacommon misconception that the Japanese are extremely formal and | immediately found that this
was not truere so eager to help and you need only look alittlelost for someoneto come over and offer
their help.
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Japan hassuch aninteresting
culturethatisso differentto
that of England. | wasforever
finding morelittledifferences,
each onefascinating. It took
meawhileto get usedto
“indoor shoes’, pegling your
grapes, theincredible heat
and using chop sticks, but |
adapted and grew to lovethe
country, sushi and dl!

Allinal, | foundthisprogram
anincredibleexperiencethat
has completely changed me
asaperson. Sincereturning, |
havefelt more confident and
fed | have matured. | hope
that thiswasonly thefirst of
many tripsto thisfascinating
country.
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